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Separate  
PDF

Variable Font with 3 Axis (Height, Compactness, Descenders) 

Ruder Plakat
Ruder Plakat Kontur Var

Ruder Plakat Maxi

Latin Extended

Opentype CFF, Truetype, WOFF, WOFF2

Hans-Christian Pulver; Arve Båtevik & Anatole Couteau/Lineto (2019 – 2021), 
after Emil Ruder (ca. 1954)

General inquiries: 
service@lineto.com

Technical inquiries: 
support@lineto.com

Sales & licensing inquiries: 
sales@lineto.com

Lineto GmbH
Lutherstrasse 32
CH-8004 Zürich
Switzerland

Telephone +41 44 545 35 00
www.lineto.com

Emil Ruder’s poster font was 
drawn with students from some 
of his classes at Allgemeine 
Gewerbeschule Basel (AGS) during 
the first half oft he 1950s, according 
to several sources. Only at the end 
of the decade, however, the new 
wood letters were ready for use. 
They were widely employed in a 
class Ruder thought in 1961/62, and 
they started to appear on posters 
designed by Ruder as well as by 
Armin Hofmann from 1962 on. 
	 Similarly condensed sans-serif 
letters were in broad use on posters 
in the 1950s. Some of them were 
actual fonts in wood or metal, such 
as Berthold’s Bücher-Grotesk or 
Haas’s Halbfette Commercial-
Grotesk, while many more were 
custom-drawn by hand and cut into 
linoleum. Quite often the shapes 
were adjusted to fit into the design 
of a certain poster. As a conse-
quence, some of the typefaces were 
more slender than others, and yet 
others featured longer descenders. 
Anatole Couteau’s variable ver-
sion pays homage to the potential 

variability which was inherent to 
these shapes, yet which wasn’t fully 
developed due to technological 
limitations.
	 In the age of wooden poster 
fonts, metal strips of various width 
were inserted between each pair 
of letters on the press to cope with 
the tight spacing. This was feasible 
in applicationsusually limited to 
couple of dozen letters. The digital 
Ruder font, however, comes with 
a full contemporary glyph set, and 
although the letters are now prop-
erly spaced, they still run so tightly 
that it seemed reasonable to kern 
every potential letter pair. Anatole 
Couteau devised a program in col-
laboration with designer and coder 
Mathieu Reguer. In little more than 
half an hour, the software called 
Emil Kerner managed to analyse the 
roughly 1,400,000 letter pairs and 
assign each of them a pre-set value 
of either 0, 5, 8 or 10 units. As a con-
sequence, kerning works all across 
the variable font – sometimes to 
stunning effects which are left to the 
user to explore.

Ruder Plakat Var Low 100
Ruder Plakat Var Low 500
Ruder Plakat Var Low 900

Ruder Plakat Var Low 100 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var Low 500 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var Low 900 Desc

Ruder Plakat Var 100
Ruder Plakat Var 500
Ruder Plakat Var 900

Ruder Plakat Var 100 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var 500 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var 900 Desc

Ruder Plakat Var High 100
Ruder Plakat Var High 500
Ruder Plakat Var High 900

Ruder Plakat Var High 100 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var High 500 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var High 900 Desc

Ruder Plakat Var Tall 100
Ruder Plakat Var Tall 500
Ruder Plakat Var Tall 900

Ruder Plakat Var Tall 100 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var Tall 500 Desc
Ruder Plakat Var Tall 900 Desc
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Uppercase

Lowercase

Proportional 
Figures

Ligatures

Extended 
Character Set

Punctuation

Case Sensitive
Forms

Currency,
Mathematical
Operators

Superscripts, 
Subscripts,
Fractions, 
Ordinals

Numerators,
Denominators

Roman 
Numbers

Circled 
Numbers

Arrows

Glyph Overview

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z 

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m  n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z

0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9

ff  fi  fj  fl  ffi  ffl  g j  kg  tt

À  à  Á  á  Â  â  Ã  ã  Ä  ä  Å  å  Ā  ā  Ǎ  ǎ  Ă  ă  Ạ  ạ  Ą  ą  �  ǻ  Ǻ  ǻ  
Æ  æ  Ǽ  ǽ  Ḃ  ḃ  Ć  ć  Ĉ  ĉ  Ċ  ċ  Č  č  Ç  ç  Ď  ď  Ḋ  ḋ  Ḍ  ḍ  Ḏ  ḏ  Ḑ  ḑ  
Đ  đ  Ǳ  ǳ  Ǆ  ǆ  È  è  É  é  Ê  ê  Ë  ë  Ẽ  ẽ  Ē  ē  Ĕ  ĕ  Ė  ė  Ẹ  ẹ  Ę  ę  
Ě  ě  Ḟ  ḟ  Ĝ  ĝ  Ğ  ğ  Ġ  ġ  Ģ  ģ  Ǧ  ǧ  Ḡ  ḡ  Ĥ  ĥ  Ȟ  ȟ  Ḣ  ḣ  Ḥ  ḥ  Ḫ  ḫ  Ħ  ħ 
Ì  ì  Í  í  Î  î  Ï  ï  Ĩ  ĩ  Ī  ī  Ĭ  ĭ  Į  į  İ  ı  Ị  ị  Ǐ  ǐ  Ɨ  ɨ  Ĳ  ĳ  Ĵ  ĵ  Ķ  ķ  Ǩ  ǩ  �  Ð  ð  Ł  ł  
Ĺ  ĺ  Ļ  ļ  Ḷ  ḷ  Ḹ  ḹ  Ḻ  ḻ  Ľ  ľ  Ŀ  ŀ  Ḿ  ḿ  Ṁ  ṁ  Ṃ  ṃ  Ñ  ñ  Ń  ń  Ņ  ņ  Ǹ  ǹ  
Ň  ň  Ṅ  ṅ  Ṇ  ṇ  Ŋ  ŋ  Œ  œ  Ò  ò  Ó  ó  Ô  ô  Õ  õ  Ö  ö  Ō  ō  Ŏ  ŏ  Ǒ  ǒ  
Ő  ő  Ȯ  ȯ  Ọ  ọ  Ǫ  ǫ  Ø  ø  Ǿ  ǿ  Ṗ  ṗ  Ŕ  ŕ  Ŗ  ŗ  Ř  ř  Ṛ  ṛ  Ṝ  ṝ  Ṟ  ṟ  Š  š 
Ś  ś  Ŝ  ŝ  Ş  ş  Ș  ș  Ṡ  ṡ  Ṣ  ṣ  ẞ  ß  Ţ  ţ  Ț  ț  Ť  ť  Ṫ  ṫ  Ṭ  ṭ  Ṯ  ṯ  ẗ  Ŧ  ŧ 
Ù  ù  Ú  ú  Û  û  Ü  ü  Ũ  ũ  Ū  ū  Ŭ  ŭ  Ů  ů  Ű  ű  Ǔ  ǔ  Ụ  ụ  Ų  ų  Ʉ  ʉ  Ṽ 
ṽ  Ẁ  ẁ  Ẃ  ẃ  Ẅ  ẅ  Ŵ  ŵ  Ẋ  ẋ  Ý  ý  Ỳ  ỳ  Ÿ  ÿ  Ỹ  ỹ  Ŷ  ŷ  Ȳ  ȳ  
Ž  ž  Ź  ź  Ż  ż  Ẓ  ẓ  Ƶ  ƶ  Ɛ  ɛ  Ə  ə  Þ  þ  Ɣ 

(  .  ,  :  ;  ?  !  ¿  ¡  …  )  [  &  @  #  ]  {  -  –  —  }  �  �  �  �  „   “  ”   ‚   ‘  ’  _  
/  \  '  "  †  ‡  *   •  ¶  §  ©  ®  ℗  ™ 

(  )  [  ]  {  }  -  –  —  ‹  › 

€  $  £  ¥  ¢  ₡  ₦  ₵  ₺  ₿  ฿  ₩  ₪  ₫  ₱  ₲  ₴  ₵  ₸  ₹  ₽  ¤  %  ‰ 
+  −  ×  ÷  =  ≠  ≈  <  >  ≤  ≥  ±  ~  ¬  ◊  ∂  ∆  ∏  ∑  Ω  π  μ  ł  ∫  ∞  √  ^ 
∕  |  ¦  ℓ  °  ⁄  ∙

H  ⁰  ¹  ²  ³  ⁴  ⁵  ⁶  ⁷  ⁸  ⁹ 				    H  ₀  ₁  ₂  ₃  ₄  ₅  ₆  ₇  ₈  ₉
1  ⅟  ½  ⅓  ¼  ⅕  ⅙  ⅐  ⅛  ⅑  ⅒  ⅔  ⅖  ¾  ⅗  ⅜  ⅘  ⅝  ⅞     
1  º  ª

1  0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  				    1  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Ⅰ  Ⅱ  Ⅲ  Ⅳ  Ⅴ  Ⅵ  Ⅶ  Ⅷ  Ⅸ  Ⅹ  Ⅺ  Ⅻ  Ⅼ  Ⅽ  Ⅾ  Ⅿ  

⓿  ❶  ❷  ❸  ❹  ❺  ❻  ❼  ❽  ❾            🄋 ➀ ➁ ➂ ➃ ➄ ➅ ➆ ➇ ➈

←  →  ↑  ↓  ↖  ↗  ↘  ↙  ↰  ↱  ↲  ↳  ↴  ⇆ 
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Case Sensitive
Forms

Standard
Ligatures

Arbitrary
Fractions

Superscript

Subscript

Layout Features

Stylistic Set 1:
Alternate a

Stylistic Set 2:
Alternate r

Stylistic Set 3:
Alternate ring

Stylistic Set 4:
Alternate 
Ampersand

Stylistic Set 5:
Alternate At

Stylistic Set 6:
Alternate 
Parenthesis 

Stylistic Set 7:
Alternate 
Copyright

Stylistic Set 8:
Alternate Accents

Stylistic Set 9:
Filled Accents

Stylistic Set 10:
Alternate G

[Secret]	 �SECRET�
May–July	 MAY�JULY
�Hello�	 �HELLO�

flat office	 flat Office

2 0/3 × 32 3/4	 2 ↉ × 32 �⁄�

North1, East2	 North¹, East²

H20	 H₂O

Plakat	 Plakat

Karl Gerstner	 Karl Gerstner

Ångström	 Ångström

Form & Farbe	 Form & Farbe

sekretariat@sfgbasel.ch	 sekretariat@sfgbasel.ch

(CH-4058 Basel)	 (CH-4058 Basel )

Art Basel©	 Art Basel©

André Gürtler	 André Gürtler	

Bernhard Luginbühl	 Bernhard Luginbühl

KARL GEISER	 KARL GEISER
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160 Points
– Low 500

LL Ruder Plakat Var — Low

125 Points
– Low 900

 
65 Points
– Low 100

Karl Moor
W. SCHNEIDERDüblin

Christoph
Iselin
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — Low

98 Points
– Low 100
– SS04:
     Alt. &

 
84 Points
– Low 500

 
70 Points
– Low 900

Albers
& Slevogt

Basler
Ciné Circus

Graf
GLOOR

Jacques D.
Imoof

LUGINBÜHL
Reusser, Romy

Soutter
WIFREDO LAM
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — 500, Low 500

90 – 42 Points

Badischer
Bahnhof
 3 Nov.
Ciméma
Royale
 4 Mai

from

Esa Pareja Feliz
Ekstase
Stage Struck
Pickup
Le Jour se Lève
Cronaca di un Amore
Prinz Bajaja
Die Mutter
Filmfest
Sous les Toits de Paris
The Killing
Assassinos

until
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LL Ruder Plakat Var

150 Points
– 500 Descender

125 Points
– 900

65 Points
– 100

Hans-Christian
PULVERD’Altri

Ausstellung
Basel
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LL Ruder Plakat Var

90 Points
– 500

 
80 Points
– 900
– SS10:
     Alt. G

 
70 Points
– 100

Karl Geiser
Murer

(NESTER)
Radanowicz

Wilfredo
LAM MALEREI

Adams R.
Brände

Verhüten
Cine Circus

Ernst
HOFMANN
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LL Ruder Plakat Var

115 Points
– 900

12.2
bis
16.5

Kunst
halle
Basel

5 am
bis
9 pm

Die Neue Ausstellung
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — High

175 Points
– High 500 Descender
– SS06:
     Alt. Parenthesis

115 Points
– High 100

55 Points
– High 900
– Ligature rt

Robert
JACOBSEN1962

(Bernhard)
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — High

90 Points
– High 100

 
74 Points
– High 900

 
56 Points
– High 500
– SS02
     Alt. r

Äbersold
Baslerstab

Johannes
Hesse

HOFMANN

Mittlere
Strasse 17

NESTER
Silber

und Handwerk
YERSIN
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — High

114 – 20 Points
– High 500
– SS05:
     Alt. @

27–31
             Oktober
                         2020

Jetzt im
    Kunst
                 Halle

Einzelkarte: Fr.18
SchülerLehrlinge  
und Studenten: Fr.14
kunsthalle@basel.ch

Alle Vorstellungen finden  
im Cinéma Royal statt, 

stets Freitag Abend von  
27–31.10.2020
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — Tall

175 Points
– Tall 100 Descender

125 Points
– Tall 500 

55 Points
– Tall 900
– SS01:
     Alt. a

Asger Jorn
Fauves Viera Da Silva

WILLY BAUMAISTER
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — Tall

90 Points
– Tall 100
– SS08:
     Alt. 
     Accents

 
88 Points
– Tall 900

 
70 Points
– Tall 500

A. Calder
Dänisches

Film Fest
27. Ⅱ_27. Ⅲ

Moderne
MALEREI

Staehlin
ROMY 

SCHAAD
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LL Ruder Plakat Var — Tall

98 Points
– Tall 100
– SS09:
     Filled Accents

 Jean Prouvé
RETROSPECTIVE
 1.Ⅲ
 12.Ⅷ 1984 Zürich
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Latin

Technical Information

Open Type
Features

Codepage

Copyright

Afrikaans
Albanian
Asturian
Asu
Basque
Bemba
Bena
Breton
Catalan
Chiga
Cornish
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
Embu
English
Esperanto
Estonian
Faroese
Filipino
Finnish
French
Friulian
Galician
Ganda
German
Gusii
Hungarian
Icelandic
Igbo
Inari Sami
Indonesian
Irish
Italian
Jola-Fonyi
Kabuverdianu
Kabyle
Kalaallisut
Kalenjin
Kamba
Kikuyu
Kinyarwanda
Koyra Chiini Songhay
Koyraboro Senni 

Songhai
Kölsch
Langi
Latvian
Lithuanian
Lower Sorbian
Luo
Luxembourgish
Luyia
Machame
Makhuwa-Meetto
Makonde
Malagasy
Maltese
Manx
Meru
Morisyen
North Ndebele
Northern Sami
Norwegian Bokmål
Norwegian Nynorsk
Nyankole
Oromo
Polish
Portuguese
Prussian
Quechua
Romanian
Romansh
Rombo
Rundi
Rwa
Samburu
Sango
Sangu
Scottish Gaelic
Sena
Serbian
Shambala
Shona
Slovak
Slovenian
Soga
Somali
Spanish

Swahili
Swedish
Swiss German
Tachelhit
Taita
Tasawaq
Teso
Turkish
Upper Sorbian
Uzbek
Volapük
Vunjo
Walser
Welsh
Western Frisian
Yoruba
Zarma
Zulu

No part of this publication may  
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted, in any form 
or by any means, electronic, mecani-
cal, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without the prior written 
consent of the publisher. This publi-
cation and the information herein is 
furnished AS IS, is subject to change 
without notice, and should not be 
constured as a commitment by 
Lineto GmbH.

Lineto GmbH assumes no resposi-
bility for any errors or inaccuracies, 
makes no warranty of any kind 
(express, implied or statutory) with 
respect to this publication, and 
expressly disclaims any and all war-
ranties of merchantability, fitness 
for particular purposes and non-
infringement of third party rights. 
Brand or product names, used in 
this publication, are the trademarks 
or registered trademarks of their 
respective holders.

Please refer to the Technical Document 

aalt	 Access All Alternates
calt	 Contextual Alternates
case	 Case-Sensitive Forms
ccmp	 Glyph Composition / 
	 Decomposition
dnom	 Denominators
frac	 Fractions
liga	 Standard Ligatures
locl	 Localized Forms
nalt	 Alternate Annotation Forms
numr	 Numerators
ordn	 Ordinals
rclt	 Required Contextual 
	 Alternates
salt	 Stylistic Alternates
ss01	 Stylistic Set 1 (Alternate a)
ss02	 Stylistic Set 2 (Alternate r)

ss03	 Stylistic Set 3 (Alternate Ring)
ss04	 Stylistic Set 4 
	 (Alternate Ampersand)
ss05	 Stylistic Set 5 (Alternate At)
ss06	 Stylistic Set 6 
	 (Alternate Parenthesis)
ss07	 Stylistic Set 7 
	 (Alternate Copyrights)
ss08	 Stylistic Set 8 
	 (Alternate Accents)
ss09	 Stylistic Set 9 (Filled Accents)
ss10	 Stylistic Set 10 (Alternate G)
ss19	 Stylistic Set 19 (Swiss Franc)
ss20	 Stylistic Set 20 (Multiply)
subs	 Subscript
sups	 Superscript


